APPTMAKR

Warning! This software is just a basic program – no bells and whistles, or even a guarantee that it will work. It works for me, but I know how to use it. I hope I convey that to you with these instructions. This process takes about 5 minutes to complete, depending on the size of your appointment and calendar files. I run it about once a week when the new schedule is updated on our LAN.

APPTMAKR is a utility to import OUTLOOK Calendar and Task files created through the File export portion of OUTLOOK into the ADB format required by the Appointment Manager program on the HP Palmtops. This program was designed to operate on both Palmtops, but currently workds on the HP-100 only for reasons beyond my comprehension.

APPTMAKR does a rudimentary job of looking for duplicate appointments. If the timestamp and Description are identical (not case sensitive) in both the OUTLOOK Calendar and the Palmtop Appointment Manager, a new entry will not be made.

APPTMAKR is distributed as Shareware. I will use any proceeds from this as motivation to improve it. Please don’t register if it is of no use to you. Please send whatever the program is worth to you to:

Brian McIlvaine

P.O. Box 1959

Groton, CT 06340

Email: bamcilvaine@juno.com
If you send a contribution and I have any improvements to APPTMAKR, I will email you the improved program if you include your email address. If you desire a disk, send a disk and self-addressed stamped  mailer, or $20. Improvements to APPTMAKR will be:

A rudimentary repeat facility – such that repetitive appointments get recognized as such.

A dayplanner printing program, to output all your ToDo’s and Appointments on one page (I haven’t started this yet but its my next project- true vaporware!).

I am also interested in bug reports and will respond to reports from registered users.

The general sequence of events is this:

1. Create the DOS Comma Separated Variable text output files in OUTLOOK from either a calendar or a task list.

2. Make a copy the HP Palmtop APPT.adb (or other adb file you use) and copy it  onto the desktop.

3. Generate the output file through the use of APPTMAKR.exe.

4. Copy the output file to your Palmtop.

5. Merge the output file into your current appointment file. If you have the Connectivity Pack on your desktop, another method for this is to merge the output file on the desktop and send that file back to the Palmtop. The advantage of that is a higher merge speed on the desktop compared to the Palmtop.

Specific Instructions

STEP ONE: Create DOS Comma Separated Variable (CSV) files in OUTLOOK

Select “File” Menu, and “Import and Export” . This will bring up a dialog box which guides you through the creation of the CSV file. First select “Export to a file”, then select a calendar file. NOTE! If you are trying to copy a LAN based calendar file, you will not be able to access it directly. What you can do is drag a copy of it into your personal Calendar file, creating a subfolder, which you then can export. Once you have selected your calendar file, select “Comma Separated Variables (DOS)” as the type of file to create. When you save the file, save it in a convenient directory. What I did was create a directory c:\sync\ which is where I send all the files, and keep APPTMAKR.exe as well, limiting the requirement to add directory paths. Once you specify a file name (I use APPT.CSV), the last screen comes up. If you have done everything right, you should see “Export Appointments from Calendar Folder” displayed. If you changed from the default mappings, you need to click on the “Map Custom Fields” button, and click the “Default Map” button. Make sure that the “Put field names in first record” button is checked – APPTMAKR uses this record to determine the type of file (Calendar/Task). NOTE! If you never bother with export in any other use, all you will have to do when you get to the “Export Appointments from Calendar Folder” is select next. At this point click “Finish”. You will be prompted to select a date range. Note that Outlook uses this range to output repeating appointments as separate events, as this format does not support repeat fields. Select a range of dates (I use the next four weeks) and Outlook will generate the file. NOTE! If you are having difficulty with out of memory errors, limit the range of dates that you use here. This will limit the size of the files and associated memory requirements.

Next you will repeat this process for Tasks, if desired. Select “File”, “Import & Export”,”Export to a file”, then select your task file. NOTE! The same trick of dragging a public task folder into your personal Task folder as a subfolder will work here. Select “Comma Separated Variables (DOS)”, the file name to save it as (I use TODO.CSV), and “Finish” at the “Export ‘Tasks’ from the ‘Tasks’ Subfolder” prompt. Again, select the date range and Outlook then generates the second file.

If you choose the automated update format that I use, this is the longest and most user intensive portion of the process. That is because with the Windows GUI (Generally Useless Interface <grin>), I know of no way to macro or automate this process.

STEP TWO: Copy the APPT.ADB file from the Palmtop to your desktop.

IMPORTANT!!!!

For reasons I have yet to figure out, the program will sometimes choke on a active ADB file, but if you simple make a copy of it through with “File”, “Copy”, it will handle that file just fine. Don’t ask me, it baffles me too***. So, first step on the palmtop is just to create a copy of your APPT.ADB file, say APPT2.ADB. Once that is done, you need to send it to the desktop.  You can use either LapLink, the Connectivity pack, or Transfile 200 to do this. If you can set up the HP Palmtop to be accessed as a drive from the desktop, then SYNC.BAT will automatically copy the files and run APPTMAKR, and put the generated output file back to the PALMTOP. NOTE! Transfile 200 is the easiest of these methods, and works with either the 100 or 200 in spite of its name.

If you do this manually, copy the APPT.ADB file from the palmtop to the desktop in the same directory as the CSV files created above. NOTE! This isn’t a requirement, it just makes running APPTMAKR easier.

If you use SYNC.BAT to do this, it will copy the file from your Palmtop to your c:\SYNC\ directory. Note that you may need to edit SYNC.BAT to make the drive letter match up with your Palmtop depending on your system.

STEP THREE: Generate the output file through the use of APPTMAKR.exe.

APPTMAKR requires a minimum of two arguments – an output file and an input file. Format is

APPTMAKR  Infile1.csv  Infile2.csv Infile3.adb Outfile.adb

The order of the input files is not important. The output file is always the last file in the list. APPTMAKR does look for the “CSV” and “ADB” extensions, and will fail if they aren’t there. You can have as many input files as you like, although typically three is all you need.

In SYNC.BAT, this is accomplished by:

APPTMAKR  TODO.CSV APPT.CSV APPT2.ADB  APPTMERG.ADB

STEP FOUR: Copy the output file to your Palmtop

Use the same method you got the APPT.ADB file to your desktop to get APPTMERG.ADB to your Palmtop. 

In SYNC.BAT this is accomplished by:

COPY APPTMERG.ADB E:\_DAT\APPTMERG.ADB

If you desire, you can modify SYNC.BAT to put it in another directory or drive.

STEP FIVE: Merge the APPTMERG.ADB file into your Appointment File. If this doesn’t work the first time because you get a “Operation interrupted by key” when you didn’t press any keys, try it again. It will usually go the second time.
RECOMMENDATION: BACKUP YOUR APPT.ADB FILE PRIOR TO THIS STEP. After you get comfortable with APPTMAKR you may not feel it necessary to back it up, once you understand the type of entries that generate Appointments, Events, and ToDos.  You really have already done this for all practical purposes when you made the copy of your current appointment file in step one.

On the Palmtop in Appointment Manager, Select “File”, “Merge”, and then “APPTMERG.ADB”. Your Palmtop will then read in the appointments from the merge file. As mentioned earlier, you may do this on the desktop if you have the connectivity pack to run on the desktop. I do not know if the 200 connectivity pack works, as I don’t have it. The 100 connectivity pack and the HP-100 both do work.

WARNINGS, ETC.

I make no guarantees, warranties, or promises with respect to what this software will or won’t do. Use it at your own risk. If you know of any more legalese that I should put in here to limit my liability, consider it here. 

RECOMMENDATIONS/KNOWN PROBLEMS:

If your APPT.ADB and APPT.CSV Files have too many entries, you will run out of memory. Since I have modified the program to use a larger memory model, this hasn’t been an issue for me.  To fix this you can limit the infiles to just one file, but you will get previously entered appointments duplicated. The other option is to limit the range of dates that the is exported when you enter the dates as part of the OUTLOOK export utility. If you do run out of memory, please let me know the size of the input files you were using. If it becomes an issue, I will go to file based storage for the lists.

Repetitive Appointments are not recognized effectively. You may get duplicates.

Notes are limited to 8000 characters.

Running APPTMAKR on your desktop, vice you Palmtop, will reduce the amount of time the program takes to run. It typically takes less than 2 seconds on my 200 MHz K6 machine. I don’t have any desire to see how long it would take on my Palmtop. It takes up space!
The following sequence in a note will make the program choke: \”   (I think. Haven’t tried it, but forewarned is forearmed. <grin> )

As I mentioned above, sometimes when using an active appointment file, the program chokes.*** The specific reason is it comes across a record of negative length – I am not sure what to do with this problem.

*** Late Breaking News: I am not sure that it is the open APPT.ADB file that causes the program to choke. It may simply be the Hp-200 problem I found later was misinterpreted as being because of the open APPT file. I am delinquent in not checking this out, but want to get the program out there so people can start telling me why it doesn’t work! (grin).

I am looking forward to further bug reports as people use the program. I won’t say that I’ll fix ‘em, but I look forward to them. If you are registered and want help, email me and I’ll try to answer your question. Please be patient – I still have a day job!

I really do hope you find the program useful. GOOD LUCK!!!!

Brian McIlvaine

06 January 1998

